DOW JONES 


THE GLOBE AND MAIL* 


SE 
HD 


BY 
wc 
PD 
SN 
sc 
LA 
CY 


LP 


TD 


National 


Yes and no: Premier David Eby’s climate leadership is a muddle; Eby’s hedging about fossil fuel 
expansion marks a departure from when he was seeking leadership a few months ago 


Justine Hunter 

948 words 

16 December 2022 

The Globe and Mail (Breaking News) 

GMBN 

English 

©2022 The Globe and Mail Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


VICTORIA 


A month after being sworn in as premier of British Columbia , David Eby is choosing his words about the 
expansion of fossil fuel development carefully. He isn’t saying yes, but he won’t utter the word “no.” 


It’s a shift from just a few months ago, when Mr. Eby was seeking the leadership of the governing New 
Democratic Party and trying to position himself as a climate activist. At the time, he declared that the 
province can’t approve new fossil fuel infrastructure, because it can’t afford to increase greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. 


The math hasn’t changed. 


Already, the province is set to miss both its 2025 and 2030 climate targets, because it has not figured out 
how to cut emissions of GHGs fast enough. 


What has changed is Mr. Eby’s role. As Premier, he doesn’t get to casually swat down any of the five 
liquefied natural gas projects that are at varying stages of regulatory approval in B.C. 


Mr. Eby is no political neophyte, and he understands well the requirement for due process that 
proponents of new fossil fuel infrastructure can expect from the province. In 2018, when he was the 
province’s attorney-general, his legal team was forced to defend an environmental certificate granted to 
the Trans Mountain oil pipeline — even while his NDP government fought the project in every other 
capacity — because the integrity of the Crown required it. 


But he knew that back in October, as well, when he announced at a news conference: “We cannot 
continue to expand fossil fuel infrastructure and hit our climate goals.” 


During a recent interview with The Globe and Mail, Mr. Eby was more cautious, and would not elaborate 
on which new fossil fuel projects he would reject. 


“We all know that we need to drive down and eliminate carbon pollution and emissions that are related to 
climate change in our economies,” he said, “and part of that is recognizing that fossil fuel infrastructure 
and expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure is not consistent with - endless expansion is not consistent with 
— us hitting those goals.” 
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What is at stake is not, of course, endless expansion. But the five LNG projects would collectively derail 
the province’s current climate targets. Even in a best-case scenario, the five proposed LNG production 
and export facilities would generate more than 4.5 million tonnes of GHGs each year, according to filings 
to the B.C. Environmental Assessment Office. The province’s entire GHG footprint, in 2030, is supposed 
to be just 39.3 million tonnes. That includes all industry, transportation, buildings and communities. 


The biggest of the proposed new fossil fuel infrastructure projects, and the only one already under 
construction in the province, is LNG Canada, an $18-billion export terminal that is due to be in production 
by 2025. The province has said it has accounted for the first phase of LNG Canada in its climate plan. 


For the rest, Mr. Eby is falling back on his government's previous position, which is that the province 
won't reject any additional LNG proposals, as long as they somehow fit within the CleanBC plan. 


CleanBC is the province’s roadmap to lowering its climate-changing emissions by 40 per cent from 2017 
levels by 2030. Progress has been slow. According to current modelling, B.C. will miss its target for 
reduced emissions in 2025 by 15 per cent, and the 2030 targets by 3 per cent, a government report 
released Nov. 23 shows. 


The Premier does not regard the 2025 interim target as an obligation. In the interview, he said that his 
focus is 2030, which is entrenched in legislation. “I’m committed to our legislative targets and the 
CleanBC plan, and part of it means recognizing that we need to expand our efforts to drive down 
emissions in our province,” he said. Reconciling the challenge of adding LNG Canada will be a problem 
for another time. 


Jens Wieting, senior climate campaigner for Sierra Club BC, said the stance Mr. Eby presented in 
October was more encouraging than the scripted position he takes today. Sierra Club is one of the many 
environmental organizations that oppose LNG, arguing that its promotion as a transition fuel is actually 
hampering the growth of renewable energy. 


“It was a glimmer of hope to hear David Eby acknowledge as premier-designate that it is not possible to 
expand fossil-fuel infrastructure and meet climate goals,” Mr. Wieting said. “It is extremely worrying that 
he seems unable to answer as Premier what actions his government will take to stop these new fossil 
fuel projects from going forward.” 


B.C. is already starting to experience the catastrophic consequences of climate change, but the political 
appetite for strong mitigation measures always seems to be another election cycle away. Since the 
provincial government set emissions targets in 2007, it has only cut net GHGs by 3 per cent. 


The province’s quest to create a major LNG sector is already foundering. Eight years ago, there were 20 
LNG proposals on the books, and today only one is under construction. Meanwhile the Canadian LNG 
Alliance, the industry’s lobby group, faces an uncertain future after its leader resigned. Its membership 
has shrunk to four. Mr. Eby may not have to say anything at all. 


Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: Yes and no: Premier David Eby’s climate 
leadership is a muddle 
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